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How To Start Talking to an Outstation over 
a Network 
Introduction 
For new users not familiar with DNP3 or DNP3 test tools, this document describes how to make 
a basic connection to a TCP/IP capable outstation and to see active communication and point 
data. There are three things you must know before you start: 
 
1. The IP address of the outstation. This must be on the same subnet as the processor running 

the CDOAN-DNP3 application 
2. The DNP3 address of the outstation. This is a 2-octet value in the range of 0 to 65519. You 

should be able to find this address in the outstation documentation. It may be configurable. 
In messages sent from the master (CDOAN-DNP3) to the outstation, this is called the 
destination address. If you cannot find the address, try ‘1’. While this may not be correct, it 
is the most common value. 

3. The DNP3 address that the outstation associated with the master. Again, this is a 2-octet 
address that should be in the outstation documentation and may be configurable. Some 
outstations require a specific address. Other outstations do not care. In messages sent from 
the master (CDOAN-DNP3) to the outstation, this is called the source address If you cannot 
find the address, try ‘0’. While this may not be correct, it is the most common value. 

Setup 
Once you have this information, start CDOAN-DNP3. In the initial view, enter the IP address of 
the outstation as described in point 1. 
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Then select “Configure Sample Master”  
 

 
 
This generates the following menu: 
 

 
 
Enter the outstation address described in point 2 in the Introduction section. Then select OK. 
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Next, request the DNP3 Parameters view. 

 
 
Enter the master address as described in point 3 in the Introduction section. 
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 Ready to Go 
You are now ready to start communicating. Select Communication and Master. 

 
 
If all goes OK, you should see communication like that below: 
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You can also see individual point values on the Point Data view. 

 
 

 


